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SEN MONG many Letters, 1 have lately 
eas received, the Two following will fur- 
nifh my Readers with no difagreeable 
oq Entertainment. 


To th PLAIN DEADER, 


STR, 


Am feldom negligent, in my Attendance at the Cof- 

f.e-Honfe, upon thofe Days, when you favour the 
World With your Lettures; ——~- You very prudently 
entertain ts, with a great deal of Variety: Which is, 
doubtlefs, the moft ready, and infallible Means of Im- 
provement. For, if you a’together created about Religious 
or Moral Dutics, you would be difregarded by your gay 
Readers, and relifhed only by your Rattoval. But as we 
are ignorant of what you will difcourfe, till we take up 
your Papers, we may, out of Curiofity, be unawares catch- 
ed, by an Admonition, in M /querade, under the Difgaile of 
amere Amufement. —— 


¥Y Ou have indulged no obfiere, or immortal Refle. 
Gions: But have, on the costra.y, difcountenanced Vice 5 
and fupported Religion, with Vivacity, and Franknefs of 
Spirit ; confequently, the Inconfiderate may, by Degrees, 
be awakened into au Exertion of the Teinkirg Faculty; by 
which, chieflv, we are diftinguifhed, and fupport our 
boafted Supeciority, over the éru’ai Crestion. A virtuous 
Reader of your Paper ca”, at worft, but be rendered chearful, 
without Violation of his Jnascence. — And vour Writings 
heing generally, plecfinz, ‘and very often ufeful, I flatter my 
felf, That Men are not fo abandored to Ignorance, as we 
aré ready to imagine, fince they give fuch akind Accepta- 
tion to your Effays, which have no mean, or ungenerous 
Gratifications to reconimend then. 





I learn, from yout Plain-cealin’>, to be inoffer five in 
Convirfation ; Lobferve al) that pafles, wherever I happen 
to be ; and endeavour, at the fame Time, to contrad, or 
extend my ‘elf, till I am grown fir for my Company. 
Though, by the Way, we fhould refolutely preferve this 


[Price Two-Pence. ] 


moft reafonable Steadive/s, on no Account whatever, to ba- 
mour 4 Friend at the Expence of our Health, our Reputation, 
or our Virtue, FRIEND, did I fay? I retra& the Ap- 
pellation 5 —— For cerainly, if we chink right, that Per- 


fon who folicites us -o A€tions inconfiftert with Reafon, . 


with Honour, or with Dceocy, is undeferving of fo fi- 
blime a Charaéter ; —-. But (this fingle Ex:eprion allow’d 
for) we fhould condeftend to appear biind to the Weak- 
nefies of thofe we converfe with ——— And he, who aéts 
otherwife, will juftly incur the Cenfure of an odious, and 
fcornfal Aufterity—— A Man’s firft Care fhould be to 
avoid the Reproaches of his own Heart, and his fecond to 
efcape the ill Wifhes of other People. 


WE learn, with Delight, from fuch P/ain-dealing as 
yours, That a wife Man’s Bufinefs is to fubdue the Rough- 
nefs of Paffion, into the Calmnefs of a tranquil Humi- 
lity; And that the more his Knowledge is enlarged, the 
more he will perceive munting, to be fearched after. Tully 
tells us, Sapientis Animus nunquam turgejcit, nunquam elatury 
The Mind of a wife Man never fwells, never becomes e‘ated. 
For my own Part, I fancied my felf, wheo I was young, 
to be acquainted with every Thing : But now, I can per- 
ceive my Learning contracted within a narrow Circle, and 
almoft obfcured in a dark Point; when compared with that 
infinite, and inexhauftible Number of Subjeéts, to which 
I am an utter Stranger. In a Word, Il am convinced, That 
an ill-grounded Conceitednefs of our own Abilities is the moft 
cont: mptible Weaknels of Nature: And, even where it 
may feem juftified, by our real Merit, it renders odious, 
and infupportable, the very Virtue, which Occ. fions it. 


Put, to make a Tranfition, from what I learn from you, 
to an information I intend to give you; There is a prett 
Mavim ia the Guardian, To think with the Wije, buc tal 
with the Vulgar: Which occurr’d ftrongly to my Memory, 
upon obferving, with what Pleafure, your late C.mbridge 
Letter, concerning fome little feminine Extravagancies, 


was received, ia all Places. ——~— Give me Leave, there- 


fore, to entertain you with a ftrange, and fearful Difco- 
verv, which, it was Jately my Fortune to make, upoa 
paffing a Nght, or Two, in a Country Viliege. - 
It was ip a Ramble, laft Harveft, I had the Honour to 
wait of a Widow, (as well Mor’d as the Fields were) in 
a Kind of Po.refs, to vifit her Tenants 
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AFTER Dinner, one Day, I left the good Compa- 
sy, with their bonett Entertainers, the Farmer, and his 
narrative Family, to accompany the Iebabitints of the 
Yard, and enjoy the filent Serenity of a very beautitul 
Profpe@ ; which was bounded by the Shade of Trees, 
and Hills, with ruin’d Builvings, at a little Diftance from the 
Cottage ——~ I was envying the Happincfs, and Quiet, of 
thefe unbuly Peop'e; and had wander‘d, as it were infenfibly, 
over half a Dozen ‘ties, into the Remotenefs of a hol- 
low fandy Way: Where I ftocd with great Delight, to 
obierve the Fall of a pretty Rl’, which gufhing out fiom 
among the Rufhes above. roll’d down the fandy Bank, and 
thap'd it felf a Vaffage, along the Bottom of th Road I 
waik’d in. The Gioom'ne!s that was fpread ali round, 
had fitted this Place, above all 1 had ever (een, for the 
Abo-e of fantaftick Melanchol» ; And whift L was buffed in 
Thoughts of this Nature, I faw a Coustry Woman ha- 
flen towards me, who wav'd her Hand, as fhe came for- 
ward, and cried ovt to me, to walk or. —-— For I was 
flanding at Gocddy Hubvard’s watering Place ! 





AS foon as the go d Woman came near enough to be 
ask’d, Whar (be meant, 1 found, that Goody Hubbard was 
a Witch, that lived inthe Wood: And, that if any Cow, 
Hafe, or other Cattie, ftaid long enough in that Place, 
to drink of its exchinted Water, All the Hay they fhould 
eat, f.om thit Time forward, would le turned into crooked 
Pins, and the poor Beafts muft certainly die after is. 1 
begged fhe would go along with me, to fhew me the 
Witch’s Houfe: To whieh Propofition the replied, with 
inexpreffible Conflecnation, 1 wo-bd not, fot the World, be 
fo prejurptucus. She added, That it was about Half a Mile 
off; and fhook her Head, and affured me, That the 
whole Village trembled at the Sight of this Goody Hub- 
bard, That, for her own Part. very lately, as fhe was 
Gleaning, in a Field, by the Wood’s Side, the Witch had 
appeared to her, out of the Hedge, in the Shape of the 
Leaf of a Tree: And ran along before her, and play’d 
Gambols, over and over, in her Path, all the Way, as fhe 
came honie again. I asked her, Whether fhe had 
found any ill Confequence, after fo terrible an Accident? 
Acd the anfwer’d, (with great Innocence, and Gravity) 
That fhe had but too much Reafon to beleve, fhe was 
béwitch:d having many flrange and wicked Ib-ughts running 
every Day in her Head, about Thi'gs fhe had never 
been troubled with, (till chat unfortunate Leaf fell in her 
Way) fince fhe was a Maid, or Lut little better. 








I COULD not refit the Temptation, which thefe 
filly Siovtes left me under, of making a Vifit to the for- 
midable Gooddy Au'bard; whom I found, in a little Hovel, 
which tte Charity of the Lord of the Manor had or- 
dered io be beilt for her, in the Wood; becaufe the 
honeft beople of the Vi!’age, having taken it into their 
Heads to make a Witch of the poor old Woman, fell up- 
ou her, as often as fhe came in their Way: And ‘had 
Two or Three Times endangered her Life, by {cratching her, 
with their Nails, till every Body had fetci'd Blood of her, 
(as the Phra‘e is) after which, it feems, no Witch, in. En- 
gland, has Power to hurt a Ha'r of any Perfon’s Head, 
who takes this ef. €&ual Way to aijaim her. 


I CAME off, wich no other Damage, than the Lofs 
of all the Money | had in my Pocket; which the Influ- 
ence of downright Compaffion compelled me to leave 
behind, for the Comfort of an afflifted Creature, whofe 
uofupported Age, and Wretchednels, inftead of the Re‘tef, 
or Pity, which was due to them by Nurure, had procur’d 
her the malicious Rage, and Perfecution, of unrhi-king Ig- 
morance § ——- I return’d 10 my Widow ; and. afer a long, 
and pleafant, Converfation, on the Subject of. Wirch.raft, 
agreed heartily with her, That there were juch Things as 
Witches; and took upon me to ailure her, with a Sigh, 
and a dowycaft Ee, That I hid, my f-lf, fuffer’d, fo fe- 
verely, by one of them, that £ never expeéted to become 











































































my on A/au again; tho’ 1 fhould live to the Age of a 
Patriarch, ——— 
i am, 


Mr PLAIN DEALER, 
Tur very Humble Servant, 


PHILOTHEUS. 


To th PLAIN DEALER, 
Z 


SIR, ! _ « 


6 ASTING my Eye upon Abprace, 1 found this 
exce'le.c Piece cf Advice, Leges (9 Perjcruta’ere 
Do‘'os As 1 generally put in P:attice what I read, in Pur- 
fuance co his Advice, I fent for a Set of your rapers and 
am now carefully perufing them. | take the fame Method 
that tawyers geneally do with their Reports, read the 
Modern Cafes fi fk, fo go upward, all they come to the ~ 
Founta'n-Head. But, when I light upon fome o! your 

Female Corretpondents, it puts me in Mind of the Romax 

Ladies. of old ; th y refemble them fo much in Spirit, and 

P.ffin, that 1 verily believe, many Of their Great Greas 

Grandmothers lye buried in the Campus Martius, or the Ca- 

piiol, *Tis not incredible, That, after Cafar had-firft-en: - 
tered Britain, fuwe of their Legimary Lidies, upon the 

Fare of the Brivons unwearied Gourage. might make a 

fecond Roman Invasion, and wih as good Suscefs as Czfar, 

after 4e had opened a Paffage for them. 


~*~ 


LIV TY. fome where, tells us, That when the old Gen- 
tlemen of Rome were contriving a Scheme to have more 
of their Ladies good Company at home, the Women roje up 
in Arms, tothe great Surprize of the Rom:n state; ‘That 
they denied the Senators a free Paffage to the Houfe = 
And, that Caro by Name, had like to have been carried off 
by the Mob, . They claimed, as their ancient Rights, and 
undoubted Priviledges, almoft as ftrangé Things, as your ° 
Miflrefs does, in her late Scheme for eftablifhing a Female 
Parliament. However, upon a,Parly between both Parties, 
the Women fubmitted the Cafe te the Senate: Where, 
they always carried the Majority, tho’, its well kno " 
Lidy fate in the Houfe. Nor was that at all fur S 
For, if we éxamine Hiftory, I believe, we fhall fiad, that 
the Senate, at that: Time, confifted mote of Wits, than of 
Wife Men; over whom, for the fake of Polisenefs, the 
Women muft have moft Influence; nor is it lefs probable, 
that their being in Arms might frigbieg the ofd@ Gentle- 
mea. a 


THE Ufe of Bribery likewife, had then newly been 
foued out 5 and, I dare fay, there was no Lady, who had 
not about her, mheremtibal to purchafe aVote. Such was the 
Courage of the Roman Ladies, of old: And how exaétly 
cur Moderns imitate them, is, I believe, too plain to need 
defcribing : Happy, therefore it is, and much for the Peace 
of Grest Britain, that our Parliament has never attempted 
the Moderation of their exorbitant Boops, or the Abridg- 
ment of their Pin-Money/ For my Part, I muft frankly 
confefs, I have no Obdjectiun to make, againft Mrs. Patty 
Anbtle’s Propofal. Other Men may have their Fears, from 
the fuppofed Confequences of a Female Parliament: But, 
I think, thev are out in their Politi ks. If a Pow- 
ér grows always weaker, the more it is divided, Let me be 
a Republican, in Love, and chufe rather to p-y ‘ >bedi- 
ence to Five Hundred of thefe pretty COMMONS; 
than live a Slave, to One, Soe TYRANT; and neither 
enjry, nor dare talk ot, my Liberty. Alas, Sir f 
This isexaétly the prefent Cafe ot ; 








Xiur Humble Servant, 


POLI TICUS, 
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